
What’s Happening #5 

This should probably be called what’s happened because I do not know what is 
happening. 

I do know that there is truth in the phrase “Man plans, God Laughs”.   I was 
informed in mid-January that I had a heart valve that needed some repair.  I was 
assured that the procedure would be minimally invasive and that I would be in 
and out of hospital in 3-5 days with about 10-20 days’ recovery. 

So away we go and on the 30th of Jan. I entered St Joseph’s Hospital in Syracuse. 
Into the operating room at about 8am where a team (6 plus docs and all the 
associated nurses) worked on me for 7+ hours. Then recovery (2 hours) and on to 
my own little private room.  Waking up was in stages, pain, sleep, pain, sleep, etc. 
I don’t remember a thing for most of Monday, except sleep, pain, sleep, pain. 

The result of what was to be a minimally invasive procedure was full open heart 
surgery, a collapsed lung and TWO valves repaired. I had more tubes and wires 
coming out of me than a homebrew computer. And to top it all off I developed a 
nasty little thing called “C-Diff”. This is an imbalance of the good and bad bacteria 
of the intestinal tract and stomach. TOO MUCH BAD BACTERIA. This imbalance 
can result in diarrhea and life threatening colitis, it is also very contagious and 
difficult to treat. Everyone had to wear special gowns and gloves.  

So, after 11 days in hospital I was finally released and am now home. Slowly 
improving. I have the best nursing care ever, provided by my wife, Brenda. 

Please understand that I am not able to answer every card, nor take phone calls. 
Cards and emails are fine, but please don’t call yet. As you can imagine we get 
calls from doctors, labs and others in the Health Care arena and do not want to 
miss any of these. 

I hope to be back upright and moving better in a couple of weeks (hope, hope). 

So, for now no classes, I need to rest and rehab some. 

If I have a firearm of yours that was being worked on I or one of my friends will 
finish it within a short time and I will call you so that you can pick it up. 

   


